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Welcome to the SVCC Music Department

Welcome to the SVCC Music Department and thank you for choosing Sauk. Sauk will provide you with the necessary course work, opportunities, and support to successfully pursue your interest in music, whichever direction you are interested in going. This is a pledge that the Sauk learning community makes to you. 

In return, Sauk does have certain expectations of you, expectations that match those of the professional world toward which you are headed. This handbook will help you to understand both what Sauk has to offer and what Sauk expects from you.

Being a music major is not like pursuing most other majors. It is more work, more time intensive—but more fun! After all, we are passionate about our music and we do it because we love it . And the fact that we can get a degree or certificate which will allow us to make money doing what we love doing is just icing on the cake.  But make no mistake. Being a successful musician or conductor or music therapist or audio engineer requires lots of time and effort. But if you put in the time and effort, Sauk will give you everything you need to be successful.

Your life at Sauk as a music major will revolve around four areas—progress on your main instrument, performance in ensembles, music courses specific to your goals, and whichever general education courses your goals require. Each of these areas needs different obligations and skills from you but they all require that increasingly precious commodity—time. (More detailed expectations will be given below.) However, the rewards are just as great as you hear yourself improve on your instrument, discover the inner workings of music, create lasting friendships with the people you perform with, and begin your trek toward the world of professional music. 

So, again, welcome to the Sauk Valley Community College Music Department. We’re glad to have you.

Programs Offered by the SVCC Music Department

The SVCC Music Department offer programs which broadly fall into two categories—the Associates in Fine Arts and the Commercial Music program. 

The Associates in Fine Arts-Music

The AFA-Music is a program that results in the AFA degree with an emphasis in music. This degree is the program agreed upon by all Illinois state schools of higher education and prepares a student for transfer to a four year school or university. The AFA is the program students interested in music therapy, music education, music performance, music business, or church music should pursue. Students interested in a career as a high school music teacher should also include Illinois teacher certificate requirements (see page 86 in the Sauk catalog).

A typical schedule by semester for progressing toward the AFA would include—

	First
3
2 
1
1 
2
1
3
3 
16
	
MUS 111 Theory of music I 
 Ensembles
MUS 171 Keyboard Skills I
MUS 181 Aural Skills I
MUS 13_ Applied 

PSY 100
ENG 101 Composition I
Math 
	Second
3
2
1
1 
2
3 
3
3 
18 
	
MUS 112 Theory of music Ensembles
MUS 172 Keyboard Skills II
MUS 182 Aural Skills II
MUS 13_ Applied 
MUS 150 History of Music
SPE 131 Speech
ENG 103 Composition II

	Third
3
2
1
1 
2
3
3-4
3 
18 
	
MUS 211 Theory of music III 
 Ensembles
MUS 173 Keyboard Skills III
MUS 283 Aural Skills III
MUS 13_ Applied 

Humanities
Life Science
Social/Behavioral Science
	Fourth
3
2
1
1 
2
3-4
3 
16 
	
MUS 212 Theory of music IV 
 Ensembles
MUS 174 Keyboard Skills IV
MUS 284 Aural Skills IV
MUS 13_ Applied 
Physical Science
Humanities

Total credits—68



(See course listings in Appendix One for details on the specific music major courses.)

The Commercial Music Program

The commercial Music Program at Sauk consists of both a degree and certificates. Students interested in transferring to a four year school would pursue the AFA schedule above with the addition of one to three courses depending on the emphasis. Students interested in a one or two semester program for pursuing specific jobs or for acquiring knowledge and skills for their own interest would pursue the two certificates currently available.

See the appropriate faculty for details.
Expectations of SVCC Music Majors

As mentioned, a music major’s work at Sauk falls into four areas. These areas and the expectations for each are discussed below.

Applied Instrument 

Each student is required to take one or two semester hours of applied lessons on their major instrument. All AFA and Commercial music degree students must take two semester hours (2 credits) of applied lessons. These requirements include—

· An hour lesson once a week (for a total of no fewer than 14 lessons a semester)

· attendance at Performance Skills class once a week

· participation in juries once each semester

· performing in a recital once each semester

· participation in at least  two performing ensemble

The grade for the applied lessons is based on all of these requirements as follows—70% lessons, 10% juries, 10% recital, and 10% ensemble participation. 

For those Commercial certificate students taking one semester hour (1 credit) of applied lessons, the requirements include—

· a half hour lesson once a week (for a total of no fewer than 14 lessons a semester)

· participation in at least  one performing ensemble

· participation in the performance skills class is encouraged but not required

· participation in the recital is encouraged but not required

The grade for the applied lessons is based on these requirements as follows—80% lessons and 20% ensemble participation.

For all applied students—no grade less than a B will be considered making significant progress on the major instrument. A grade of C or lower for a semester will result in departmental probation. Two semesters of C or lower on the major instrument will result in dismissal from the music program. After a semester out of the program, a student may reapply to the department..

Practice Requirements

In order to make significant progress (by Illinois State Standards) on your instrument (which includes the voice), a music major must practice at least two hours a day. As one progresses, the practice time should also increase. Performance and commercial music majors should make five hours a day their goal by their junior or senior year. But the most important goal should be daily practice—anything less than daily practice is “high school” and will not be adequate. Talk to your applied instructor about good practice habits and routines.

Sophomore Recital—AFA 

Each sophomore in the AFA program will be responsible for planning and performing a 20+ minute recital which will take place sometime during the semester in which he or she will graduate. (Students will be grouped in twos or threes in order to offer a concert of sufficient length.)  The students will be responsible for choosing and reserving an appropriate concert space, designing and running off programs (at Sauk’s expense), and providing an after-concert knosh (this is where Mom and Dad come in). 

Final Project—Commercial Music

Each sophomore Commercial Music student will produce a final project which will consist of a four track CD which will be completed during the semester in which he or she will graduate. These tracks may be either original music or the recording, editing/mixing, and production of a Sauk ensemble performance. The student will be  responsible for making four copies of the CD, one for the Sauk Music Department archives, one for the student’s applied instructor, one for the Dean of Fine Arts, and one for the student’s portfolio. 

Music major course work

The core music major courses consist of – 

· Theory sequence (four semesters)

· Aural skills sequence (four semesters)

· Keyboard sequence (four semesters)

· Music History (one semester)

· all commercial music program courses (length depends on certificate or degree)

No grade lower than a B will be acceptable for any music major core courses. A grade of C or lower for a semester will result in departmental probation. Two semesters of C or lower for any major course work will result in dismissal from the music program. After a semester out of the program, a student may reapply to the department.

Performance Ensembles

Participation in a performing ensemble is absolutely required. Because the majority of the ensemble grade is based upon attendance and preparation, a grade of less than an A for any ensemble will be considered unacceptable. A grade of B or lower for a semester will result in departmental probation. Two semesters of B or lower will result in dismissal from the music program. After a semester out of the program, a student may reapply to the department.

The performance ensembles include—

· Concert Choir

· Concert Band

· Jazz Ensemble

· Collegiate Singers (vocal chamber ensemble)

· Collegiate Players (instrumental chamber ensemble)

· Guitar Ensemble

· Blivit  (commercial music ensemble)

Instrumental majors must participate in Concert Band and either Collegiate Players or Jazz Ensemble. They may also participate in Blivit should there be room.

Vocal Majors must participate in Concert Choir and Collegiate Singers. They may also participate in Jazz Band and Blivit as an instrumentalist should there be room or as a vocalist when selections require a vocal.

General Education Courses

The minimum cumulative grade point average for all classes taken will be 2.5. Students’ grade point averages will be assessed at the end of each semester. A GPA of lower than 2.5 for a semester will result in departmental probation. Two semesters of lower than 2.5 will result in dismissal from the music program. After a semester out of the program, a student may reapply to the department.

Support Programs at Sauk

There are many support programs at Sauk for students: for gen ed courses, for music major courses, for applied lessons, and even for basic learning skills. Here are just a few of the resources available to Sauk students—

SVCC Counseling Department

The SVCC Counseling Office acknowledges and respects that right of each individual to realize his or her fullest potential. They strive to provide timely information in a supportive, caring, and confidential environment while encouraging each person to take initiative and responsibility for his or her total development. The Sauk master degree counselors, in conjunction with students, faculty/staff and the community, are committed to providing quality services and programs in the following areas: transfer counseling, workforce preparation, academic planning worksheets, personal/social/life transition counseling, career counseling and other related services.

The Counseling Office (Room 1H2) is located on the first floor across from the gym. This Office houses four full-time College Counselors as well as the Career Center, Student Support Services, the Special Needs Coordinator, the Tech Prep Coordinator, and the Dislocated Workers Program. Hours are 8am to 7pm on Mon, Tues., and Wed.; 8am to 4:30pm on Thurs. and Fri.  Call (815) 288-5511, ext. 208 to make an appointment.

Learning Assistance Center  (LAC)

The LAC is located on the northeast corner of the third floor (3M6) and provides tutoring (Accounting, Biology, Chemistry, English Composition, Math (All Levels), Psychology, and other courses, as needed) help with study skills, and access to computers, videos, CD-ROMS and software. They also provide makeup testing.
Fall/Spring Hours--Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Friday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Summer Hours--Mon. and Thurs. 8a.m.-2p.m. Tues. and Wed. 8a.m.-8p.m. 

Library Resource Center (LRC)

Located on the northeast end of the third floor of the Sauk Building, the Sauk Valley Community College Learning Resources Center provides library and media services to Sauk students, faculty members, and members of the public. The LRC includes many subjects in various formats: more than 50,000 books, periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, videotapes, CDs, microfilm, and equipment.
Hours are--Monday -Thursday:  8 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30. Closed on weekends.

Student Support Services (SSS)

SSS is a federally funded TRIO program designed to assist first-generation, low-income, and/or college students with documented disabilities achieve academic success. The program provides extra support and encouragement for eligible students. SSS serves 200 SVCC students annually. Therefore, participants in our program receive lots of individual attention.

SSS Waivers:

Each semester, the Sauk Valley Community College Foundation provides funding for SSS waivers that are awarded to five SSS participants. The awards include two tuition waivers, two book waivers, and one childcare waiver. A committee selects recipients on the basis of financial need and review of an essay written by the applicant. 

Student Activities

The mission of the Office of Student Activities is to involve and support students in extra-curricular activities which will help develop life skills such as critical thinking, effective leadership, problem solving, decision making, goal setting, cultural appreciation and the ability to relate with people who are different from oneself. This mission is accomplished through the exchange of information and participation in experiential activities which provide a challenge to attain advanced levels of performance of those skills which are learned in the classroom. Student Activities provides support for the various student organizations and clubs on campus as well as Student Government.

The Student Activities Office is located in 1M4. 
Office hours are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Music Department “This Budd’s for You”

For courses specific to the music major programs, there is support offered through the “This Budd’s for You” program. This program matches up a first year student with a second year student for tutoring, when needed, advice on departmental matters, and support for those first couple of solo performances. Budds may also provide advice on other aspects of life at Sauk such as which gen ed courses to take, which to avoid, what’s good in the cafeteria, etc.—after all, they’ve “been there, done that.”

Music Computer Labs and Support Software

The SVCC Music Department has two computer labs. One is for daily student use for checking email and doing research on the Internet, writing papers and other homework needs, and theory/eartraining work. It is located in the music department. The second lab is located on the third floor in the keyboard lab room. The computers in this room are dedicated to digital audio recording. Students not in any of the digital recording classes may still use these computers with instructor permission.

Eartraining and theory software is available to all students at anytime. Some software is online and other titles are available on a disc/CD that is passed out at the beginning of the school year.  

SVCC Website

Finally, an excellent source of information and support is the Sauk Valley Community College website. There are links to every office, support group, syllabus, course outline, schedule, department, faculty, well, you name it, it’s in there. You can check and see if any of your classes have been canceled before you leave home, you can even check the menu in the cafeteria for the week. There’s even a student planner for your use. But, probably most important you can register for classes and check your grades through the SOAR program. No more standing in long lines or anxiously trying to intercept your grades in the mail before your parents see them. Just go to www..svcc.edu and then click on SOAR (but be sure and have your student ID handy). 

The Engel Award

In 1970, Katherine Engel set up a legacy with Sauk Valley Community College to provide scholarships to deserving Fine Arts students. These funds are available to all incoming or current music majors based upon an application essay and an audition. The deadline for the application is the first of April and the auditions usually take place in late April or early May.  Application forms may be gotten from your applied instructor, any full-time faculty of the SVCC Music Department, or from the SVCC Foundation Office.
Special Performances

Besides the semester end concerts put on by the various SVCC music department performing groups, there are several special performances that the members of the department take part in. 

In the Fall semester, a special event called the Prism Concert takes place at the end of October which includes a sampling of the entire music department. A well-attended and popular concert, it is a real honor to be chosen to perform.

Each spring, the music department puts on its “USO Show.” This performance includes the Jazz Ensemble and the Collegiate Singers. The “Stage Door Canteens” of WWII are recreated and provide the audience with dance music, specialty vocal numbers, and costumes! Acquiring the skills in jazz rhythms and phrasing are the main concentration for the performers for this well-attended and highly popular event.

A real honor is accorded the SVCC Concert Band in May when they are asked to perform at Sauk’s commencement. This event provides the music department with its largest audience as 500plus graduates and their families and friends march into and out of the ceremony to the strains of the concert band as well as have a period of reflection as the band plays specialty numbers.  

Without a doubt, the most “special performance” each semester is the departmental recital. This event provides students with an opportunity to display the progress that they have made during the semester while honing their performance skills. A “classy” affair, it is a real favorite with the Sauk community. 

Appendix One

Music Major Courses

Concert Choir (MUS-106)
Murray
Time: 12:00 - 1:15 M F
1M22

Theory of Music I, II, III, IV (MUS 111, 112, 211, 212)
Staff
Time: 9:30 - 10:45 TR
1M22  (Concurrent enrollment in MUS 181, 182, 283, or 284 required) 
Applied Voice (MUS 131)
Fischbach
TBA  Consent of Instructor (may be taken for 1 or 2 credits)
Applied Piano (MUS 133)
Fischbach; Hedstrom
TBA  Consent of Instructor (may be taken for 1 or 2 credits)
Applied Guitar (MUS 137 A & AA)
Murray
TBA  Consent of Instructor (may be taken for 1 or 2 credits) 
Applied Instrument (MUS 137)
See Sauk catalog (available online)  for course numbers for particular instruments
TBA Consent of Instructor (may be taken for 1 or 2 credits) 
Vocal Ensemble (MUS 139)
Murray
Time: 11:00 - 11:00 MWF
1M22 (Lab ensemble in Fall semester; USO Show in Spring semester) 

Instrumental Ensemble (Guitar)  (MUS 140)
Murray
TBA  Consent of Instructor 

Music History and Literature (MUS 150)
Staff
Time: 11:00 - 12:15 TR
1M24

Concert Band (MUS 155)
Boll
Time: 6:30 - 8:10 M
2G03 

Keyboard Skills I, II, III, IV (MUS 171, 172,173, 174)
Fischbach
TBA
3M02

Aural Skills I, II, III, IV (MUS 181, 182, 283, 284)
Staff
Time: 10:00 - 10:50 MW
1M22  (Concurrent enrollment in MUS 111, 112, 211, or 212 required)

Appendix Two

Assessment 

Sauk Valley Community College is an institution dedicated to continuous instructional improvement.  As part of our assessment efforts, it is necessary for us to collect and analyze course-level data.  Data drawn from students’ work for the purposes of institutional assessment will be collected and posted in aggregate, and will not identify individual students.  Your continued support in our on-going effort to provide quality instructional services at SVCC is appreciated. 

SVCC DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC
ASSESSMENT PLAN

Overview and Mission
The Department of Music offers a traditionally based course of study dedicated to providing thorough training and understanding for students planning careers in music. Degree options available are the AFA and the AA. 
The SVCC Music Department subscribes to the National Schools of Music statement of purpose in regard to musicianship—

Musicianship is the body of knowledge, skills, practices, and insights that enables music making at any level. To some extent, every musician functions regularly as a performer, a listener, an historian, a composer, a theorist, and a teacher. Completion of an undergraduate program in music indicates acquisition of sufficient musicianship to perform these functions appropriate to areas of concentration and to communicate effectively across the specializations of musical practice.

Primary Program Goals

A. To prepare students as performers on a major instrument.

B. To prepare students in the historical perspectives of music.

C. To prepare students in the theoretical elements of music.

D. To prepare students in the supporting areas of aural theory skills, keyboard skills, conducting,

and technology.

Student Competencies*

By the time of transfer or completion of a degree or certificate, students will have:

A. Performance

1. Developed competence in at least one major performance area.

2. Performed a cross-section of the music from the complete repertory of the particular performance medium.
3. Developed technical skills requisite for artistic self-expression at the level appropriate for the particular music concentration.

4. Participated in the ensemble experience throughout the program.

5. Been exposed to large and varied body of music through attendance at recitals, concerts, operas, and other performances.

B. History

1. Acquired a general knowledge of the major styles, genres, forms, and composers from the Middle Ages to the present.

2. Acquired an historical perspective of music based upon musical literature and the social context of its creation, including an exposure to music from non-western world cultures.

3. Worked independently on a variety of musical problems by combining their capabilities in performance; aural, verbal and visual analysis; repertory and history.

C. Theory

1. Studied theoretical applications of music from the seventeenth century to the present.

2. Developed (a) an understanding of the common elements and organizational patterns of music and their interaction, and (b) the ability to employ this understanding in aural, verbal and visual analyses.

3. Sufficient knowledge of musical forms, processes, and structures to use this knowledge in compositional, performance, scholarly, pedagogical, and historical contexts.

D. Supporting Areas

1. Acquired aural theory competency.

2. Acquired keyboard competency.

3. Acquired conducting and rehearsal skills.

4. Acquired skills and understanding in the use of music technology.
 * certain statements drawn from National Association of Schools of Music 1997-1998 Handbook
Assessment Procedures
A. Performance
1. Entering Audition - Each entering music major is required to declare a major performance area and perform a ten-minute audition of prepared music for placement in the Department. The performance is evaluated by a panel of professors representing the major performance area. (Students who demonstrate the ability to complete the applied requirements for a music degree are assigned a semester level from one through four.) 
2. Semester Auditions - The types of semester auditions are:
Jury Auditions - Each student performs a five to ten-minutes of prepared music Based on the quality of the performance together with the appropriate level of the literature, the faculty panel makes the decision to pass the student to the next semester level, hold the student at the present level for another semester, or recommend that the student repeat the performance at the beginning of the next semester.

Semester Recital - During final examinations, each student enrolled in applied music performs in a recital which consists of larger works that have been prepared during the semester. Although this is a public concert, it also serves as an assessment of a student’s progress from semester to semester.

Sophomore Recital - Each sophomore in the AFA program will be responsible for planning and performing a 20+ minute recital which will take place sometime during the semester in which he or she will graduate. (Students will be grouped in twos or threes in order to offer a concert of sufficient length.)  The students will be responsible for choosing and reserving an appropriate concert space as well as designing and running off programs.

B. Music Theory
C. Music History

A Capstone component is included in MUS 150: History of Music. The course has as a terminal requirement the writing of a paper and presentation that serves as verification of comprehensive understanding in music theory, analysis, literature, and history. Specifically, a major solo or chamber work will be selected that the student has recently performed. The composition will serve as a basis for research which includes a historical analysis together with a formal theoretical analysis of the music. The paper will be presented to the 150 class and evaluated by the professor or a panel of faculty members. The paper should show evidence of acceptable writing and research skills. The presentation should show evidence of acceptable speaking skills and the use of appropriate media devices.
D. Supporting Areas
1. Entering Keyboard Examination - The Entering Keyboard Examination is given to each new student who is asked to perform components of the Piano I final examination. This includes sight reading appropriate literature, performing prepared piano repertoire, all major and minor scales, keyboard chord patterns in major and minor keys, transposition of melodies, and harmonization of simple melodies. Based on the professor’s evaluation, the student is granted competency and is exempt from taking piano classes or is assigned to an appropriate piano class, Piano I-IV.
2. Freshman Aural Theory Barrier Examination - The Barrier Examination includes intermediate interval identification; melodic, harmonic and rhythmic dictation; and sight-singing of melodies. Student competency in intermediate aural skills is demonstrated by passing this examination. Students who pass the Barrier Examination are eligible to enroll in Music 211.
3. Sophomore Aural Theory Barrier Examination - The Barrier Examination includes advanced interval identification; melodic, harmonic and rhythmic dictation; and sight-singing of melodies. Student competency in advanced aural skills is demonstrated by passing this examination.

14

