Responding to the Diversity of Our Learners
Although our basic information tells “who” we are as a College, it does not give the full picture of why we believe we are “special” as a College.   As is evident from our rural location, we are not positioned in the best locale to expose our students to a wide range of ethnically diverse individuals.   However, we recognize that our students will be thrust into a society that is abounding with diversity and there is a need for them to not only understand the richness that diversity brings to our world but also to develop an appreciation for differences. Therefore, we pride ourselves in offering a variety of experiences that will assist students in an exploration of their differences and similarities. 

SVCC has three stand-alone programs specifically designed to provide support to diverse populations: P.L.A.C.E. (Promoting Latino Achievement in College Education), Special Needs, and Student Support Services.  We are proud of the fact that retention (or persistence) rates for students in the major underrepresented groups at SVCC do not differ from those for all students, indicating that the college is providing good support for these students. Rates for students with disabilities actually suggest that these students are persisting at a greater level than that of most students.  
Hispanic/Latinos are the most significant minority group served by the college, representing over 10 percent of the population in the surrounding communities; this percentage mirrors Sauk’s overall enrollment.  They also represent the largest growth segment of the population.  P.L.A.C.E. is in its fourth year at SVCC and assists Latino students in reaching their educational and career goals.  Special initiatives within this program such as Bilingual Mother-Daughter program, Families United for a Strong Education, and 4-H for Latinos make PLACE even more supportive for our Hispanic community.  100% of the participants in their cultural activities such as Racial Justice, Day of the Dead, and Hispanic Heritage Day indicated an increased respect for other cultures.   

Sauk Valley Community College prides itself in assisting students with special needs not because of compliance issues but rather because of a win-win philosophy.  Our faculty and students are enriched by the experiences that these diverse students bring to our classes just as the students with special needs thrive in our nurturing and supporting environment.   Sauk faculty and staff respond to students of needs’ requests with a “can do” attitude and that is one reason we believe these students have such a high persistence rate. 

Finally, our federally funded Student Support Services program that targets low income and first generation students has made a commitment to diversity that is reflected in their programming.  Participants in this program are high-risk students who have very little opportunity for exposure to diverse experiences outside of the Sauk Valley Area.  Therefore, SSS provides activities of enrichment such as a trip to an African American Museum, a workshop entitled “Racial Justice,” a cultural visit to The Art Institute of Chicago and even a visit for a few students to Washington D.C.    Students in this program thrive from these opportunities and therefore also have a high rate of persistence.

 Even though our student population is not highly diverse in its ethnicity, Sauk does serve a wide range of technologically diverse learners. The student population ranges from students who have experienced a wide range of current technologies (PDAs, laptop computer, digital cameras, media, etc.) to those students who can be considered victims of the digital divide. Many of our students have had little experience with technology due their personal economic situation.  It is part of the charge of the institution to bring all students’ technology skills to a level that will make them successful in education and employment in a highly technological society. 
Even though Sauk is a small rural college, we have made a commitment to technology as we recognize that it can greatly contribute to our ability to enhance quality learning and to provide teaching experiences that address various learning styles. Sauk’s 16 enhanced classrooms allow for flexibility in faculty delivery styles and offer an engaging learning atmosphere for students.  In addition Sauk uses assistive technologies to empower disabled and disadvantaged students to meet their educational goals.
Sauk supports web enhanced, hybrid, and internet classes thus exemplifying its commitment to providing alternative delivery systems.  In various surveys our students have identified their number one obstacle to completing course work as “time;” therefore, these varying delivery systems provide options for the students thus assisting with that time burden.  
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