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Presentation: 

Illinois Truth in Taxation Law (35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq.) requires a taxing district’s 

corporate authority to estimate amounts to be levied 20 days prior to the adoption of its aggregate 

levy.  The College’s estimated aggregate levy for tax year 2019 is $6,516,500.  The 2019 

estimated aggregate levy is $23,206 less than the aggregate levy extended for tax year 2018, 

which totaled $6,539,706. 
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Tax Levy Goals

College Health Metrics
• Financial Stability: The College uses its revenue 

conservatively. The College pursues and utilizes alternative 
revenue streams.

• Campus Environment: College facilities and grounds are clean 
and updated. The campus is safe, secure and welcoming.

• Planning: The College conducts thoughtful, systematic 
planning to support future operations. Plans are updated 
annually or as necessary.
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Key Definitions

• “Aggregate levy” means annual corporate property tax levy 
plus the special purpose levies that are made annually

• “Debt Service levy” means levies made to retire the principal 
or pay interest on bonds
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Equalized Assessed Value (EAV)

• Estimated increase to District’s EAV of 2.88%
• 2019 estimates obtained from County Assessors

* Lee County District Tax Comp Reports (source: www.leecountyil.com) 
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Levy Summary

• Estimated Aggregate levy is $6,516,500
• Aggregate levy is 0.35% less than 2018

* Lee County District Tax Comp Reports (source: www.leecountyil.com) 

5



Aggregate Levy

• Education and Operations & Maintenance levies will be extended within 
the College’s statutory limits of 0.2450% for Education and 0.0300% for 
Operations and Maintenance

• The 2019 Additional Tax levy is slightly less than 2018 as the Statewide 
average for Illinois community colleges’ Education and Operations and 
Maintenance levies decreased from .2912% in 2017 to 0.2905% in 2018. 
Sauk Valley Community College’s operating rate has been consistently 
lower than the Statewide average at 0.2750%.

• The Protection, Health and Safety levy is $890,000 and will be capped at 
the statutory maximum of 0.0500%.

• The Liability, Protection and Settlement (Tort) levy is $0 for 2019
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Debt Service Levy
• The Debt Service levy amount is set based on debt principle and interest 

requirements established with the issuance of a taxing district’s bonds or 
other eligible financial obligations.

• Increase for the 2019 tax year is due to 3-year repayment schedule for 
Series 2018C bonds (compared to 4-year repayment for Series 2014 
bonds)

• The change in the repayment duration will enable the College to complete 
necessary infrastructure updates and ensure facilities are appropriately 
maintained to meet the District’s and community partners’ needs.
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Cost to Taxpayer

• Historical changes largely tied to changes in 
EAV and the overall economic condition of the 
District

1. Tax assessed value estimated at 1/3 of home value less $6,000 homestead exemption

8



Tax Rates for Bordering Districts
Tax Year 2018

1. Certified Rates, Lee County District Tax Comp Reports (source: www.leecountyil.com) 
2. Certified Rates, Ogle County District Tax Comp Reports (source: www.oglecounty.org)
3. Certified Rates, Whiteside County District Tax Comp Reports (source: www.whiteside.org)
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