
Sauk Valley Community College 
April 27, 2026 

Action Item 4.6 

Topic: Faculty Appointment – Education 

College Health Academics – The College provides quality, contemporary, and  
Metric:  relevant educational opportunities to the community. 

Presented By: Drs. David Hellmich and Jon Mandrell 

Presentation: 
The administration has been in the process of hiring an Education Faculty.  The position 

was advertised online on Sauk Valley Community College’s website.  The college received 
sixty-six applicants.  Recorded interviews were requested of thirteen candidates.  Three 
candidates were invited for an on-campus interview.  A committee was composed of Celina 
Benson, Isaac Newman, Beth Smaka, and Kari Whittenberg.  Dr. Patrice Hess, Dean of Transfer 
Programs and Academic Support Services, served as Chair. 

Academic Background: Allison Neubauer received her Bachelor's and her Master's in 
Special Education from Illinois State University.  

Professional Background: Allison is the TRIO Transfer Program Coordinator and 
Advisor for SVCC.  Prior to working at Sauk, she was a Special Education Teacher for Riverdale 
Elementary School from August to December 2025.  Allison was a Special Education Teacher 
and Building Mentor for Bloomington High School for seven years until 2025.  While at ISU, 
she was a Cooperating Teacher until May 2025.  

Recommendation: 
The administration recommends the Board approve the appointment of Allison Neubauer 

as an Assistant Professor of Education beginning August 14, 2026, at an annual base salary of 
$55,935.28. 







Allison Neubauer 
  , I  

 
 

 
 
EDUCATION​  
Illinois State University | Normal, IL 
Master’s of Science, Special Education  
Bachelor’s of Science, Special Education  
 
 
 
 
 

LICENSURE  
Professional Educator License in Special Education K-12  
Endorsement: Learning Behavior Specialist: Birth - Age 21 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
Google Certified: Level 1 & 2  
Youth Mental Health First Aid 
Curriculum Adaptation Specialist (Graduate Certificate)  
Behavior Intervention Specialist (Graduate Certificate)  

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
TRIO Transfer Program Coordinator/Advisor  
Sauk Valley Community College| Dixon, IL | January 2026 - Current 
●​Engage in structured advisor training through observation, practice, and collaboration, including student intakes, 

academic advising meetings, and degree planning. 
●​Apply instructional and special education expertise to design a workshop focusing on the Tuition Promise programs 

in Illinois.  Facilitation of this workshop to come (2/6/26).  
  

Special Education Teacher  
Riverdale Elementary | Port Byron, IL | August 2025 - December 2025  
●​Collaborated with educators and related service providers to apply K–1 special education expertise in inclusive 

practice, supporting general education teachers in serving diverse learners. 
●​Supported and case managed a diverse K–1 special education caseload through inclusive, standards aligned 

instruction differentiated to meet diverse learning needs. 
 
Reflective Seminar Lead Instructor  
Golden Apple Foundation | Seasonal Position 
● Facilitate reflective seminars for pre-service teacher candidates, fostering professional growth and preparation for 
classroom success. 
●​Mentor and guide pre-service teachers through discussions on instructional practices, classroom challenges, and the 

realities of the teaching profession. 
 

Special Education Teacher & Building Mentor 
Bloomington High School | Bloomington, IL | August 2018 - May 2025  
●​Advised and supported a caseload of 15+ students, developed Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)  and provided 

consistent student support to promote academic achievement and personal growth. 
●​Partnered with educators, administrators, and families to implement tailored strategies that foster inclusion, 

engagement, and student success. 
●​Co-created and delivered instruction in both general education and self-contained settings, adapting curriculum to 

meet diverse learner needs. 
●​Developed advisory programming to prepare students for post-secondary transition, improving readiness and 

engagement. 
●​Provided onboarding, guidance, and mentorship to incoming freshmen through the Raiders 101 program, ensuring 

smooth transitions to high school. 
●​Mentored new educators across departments, facilitating one-to-one and group coaching to strengthen instructional 

practice and collaboration. 



  
Cooperating Teacher 
Illinois State University | Normal, IL | August 2021 - May 2025 
●​Guided and coached student teachers in developing instructional strategies, classroom management, and student 

engagement skills. 
●​Modeled best practices and provided structured feedback aligned to the Charlotte Danielson Framework to support 

professional growth. 
 
Building Mentor  
Illinois Education Association | Bloomington, IL | August 2021 - May 2024 
●​Provided feedback and mentoring to teachers in a one-to-one setting  
●​Participated in monthly forums with other mentors across the state of Illinois 
 
GRADUATE STUDIES  
Illinois State University | Master of Science in Special Education  

●​Conducted research on educator mental health, focusing on the Compassion Fatigue and Compassion Satisfaction 
Model. 

●​Designed a yearlong mentoring program to reduce burnout and improve teacher retention in special education. 




