
 
Sauk Valley Community College 

January 26, 2026 
 
 

Action Item 4.5 
 

Topic:   Faculty Appointment – CEO and Agriculture 
 
College Health  Academics – The College provides quality, contemporary, and  
Metric:   relevant educational opportunities to the community 

 
Presented By:  Drs. David Hellmich and Jon Mandrell 
 
Presentation: 

The administration has been in the process of hiring a full-time CEO and Agriculture faculty 
member.  This position is in partnership with the CEO program of WACC.  The search committee 
was composed of Amber Schmidt, Grace Johnson, Josh Johnson, and Josh Knie. Sasha Logan, Dean 
of Business, Career, and Technical Education served as Chairperson. 

Academic Background: Emily Brooks has received her Bachelor of Science in Agricultural 
and Consumer Economics with a minor in Leadership Studies.  She is enrolled at the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign to receive her Master of Science in Agricultural Leadership, Education 
& Communication with a focus on Educational Program Development.  She is scheduled to earn her 
Master’s degree in May 2026 and aspires to return to her roots in the Sauk Valley to apply her skills 
and experience in service to the community.  

Professional Background: Emily has been employed by the University of Illinois in several 
progressive roles, including teaching assistant, department head student assistant, and new student 
registration intern.  She has also served as a co-instructor and program coordinator for study abroad 
programs, overseeing both pre-departure coursework and in-country instruction.  
 
Recommendation: 
 The administration recommends the Board approve the appointment of Emily Brooks as an 
Assistant Professor I of CEO and Agriculture beginning August 14, 2026 at an annual base salary of 
$51,582.34. 
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