


Sauk Valley Community College improves the lives of our students and 
enriches our communities. Sauk provides quality academic environments 

for professional and personal growth, and we believe opportunities for
growth should be accessible to everyone with the desire to pursue

them. I want to assure everyone who holds Sauk near and dear to
their hearts that we are doing everything we can to build on 
SVCC’s tradition of success. 

Here are just a few examples of how Sauk’s programs continue 
to evolve to meet the needs of the communities we serve:

• Sauk faculty and staff launched the Sauk Serves Program, 
providing more than 170 hours of community service.

• The Sauk Valley College Foundation raised more than $1.2M, 
surpassing FY17 totals by 20% and increasing fundraising efforts
overall for the last two years by 120%. 

• Multicraft Extended Internship Program is a partnership between 
Sauk and area industry, expanded enrollments to help develop a highly
skilled, in-demand labor force.  

• Small Business Development Center is a partnership between the college, 
the cities of Dixon, Rock Falls and Sterling, Lee and Whiteside counties, and 
several area banks – continues to help local entrepreneurs begin or grow their
small businesses. 

• Sauk AG continues to grow under the leadership of Dr. Ryan Anderson 
and is expanding its partnerships and enrollments.

• The Academy at SVCC graduated its first class of elite high school seniors and
continues to provide students access to an engaging college experience 
built upon academic excellence and leadership principles.

• The Sauk Valley Community Leadership Program is a collaboration with 
area chambers of commerce – graduated its second class of community 
leaders from throughout the Sauk Valley.

As you learn more about the last year in the pages of this Report to the 
Community, we hope you share our appreciation for the many efforts of our 
students, faculty, staff, and community partners who made this another amazing
year. We are always looking for additional opportunities to expand and improve
our partnerships. Just give us a shout, and we will respond!

Sincerely,
Dr. David Hellmich, President

From the President

Mission
Sauk Valley Community College

is dedicated to teaching and
scholarship while engaging 
the community in lifelong
learning, public service,

and economic development. 

President Hellmich
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Dear Community Members,

As we look back at another successful year at Sauk Valley Community 
College, my fellow board members and I are proud of the accomplishments
of the students, staff, and administration. Commencement and the 
awarding of certificates are highlights we treasure; the pride evident on 
the beaming faces of the students is forever etched in our memories.

This May, we awarded an honorary degree to Kathryn “Kit” Lillyman, who 
we unfortunately lost a few months later. Kit wrote fondly about Sauk in her
obituary and established an endowed scholarship to assist students studying 
liberal arts and foreign languages. Her Sauk legacy will endure for generations. 

In February, the Foundation held the Chocolate Rendezvous, which raised $15,000 
for Sauk Ag. For the work and time Dr. Cortez, the Foundation Board, and staff spent 
making this event so successful…thank you. Another great fundraiser involved a collaboration 
between the Foundation and Culver’s of Dixon. As a strong community supporter of Sauk Ag, 
we thank them for their continued support. We also congratulate Sauk Ag Professor, 
Dr. Ryan Anderson for his Teaching and Leadership Award from the North American 
Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture.

Thank you to Sauk staff for their continued community involvement. Their commitment 
touches many lives, and our communities are a better place because of all they do.

Also, my thanks to the entire Board for its strong leadership at Sauk. Our board members 
are active across our communities, always finding ways to engage others in conversations 
about Sauk’s success. We reach even further than our boundary lines as we congratulate 
Bob Thompson on his election to the Illinois Community College Trustees Association 
as its Vice President.

Once again, a big thank you to all who help make Sauk a success!

Sincerely,
Scott Stoller
Chair, SVCC Board of Trustees

Board of Trustees 2017-2018
Scott Stoller, Walnut, Chair

Robert Thompson, Dixon, Vice Chair
Ed Andersen, Sterling
Brian Duncan, Polo

Dennis P. Fulrath, Rock Falls
Margaret Tyne, Polo

Lisa Wiersema, Chadwick
Manuel Mooney, Student Trustee

From the Chair

Scott Stoller

From the President
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On May 11, 2018, families and friends gathered in the SVCC gymnasium and
proudly cheered on Sauk’s amazing students and the accomplishments they

worked so hard to achieve. Of the 383 students who received academic
awards, over 150 participated in commencement ceremonies. 

SVCC contributes $150 million annually to the economy of the 
region, based on a 2014 Northern Illinois University economic
impact study. Our newest alumni will no doubt use their Sauk 
education to build on this strong legacy of success. 

During commencement, two Sauk Stars shone especially
bright—Student Commencement Speakers, Arabella 
Chamberlain ‘18 and Manuel Mooney ’18. 

On paper, Arabella and Manuel are very different. Separated in
age by many years, Arabella dreams of exploring the landscapes of

Mars, while Manuel’s feet will stay firmly on the ground as he pursues
his calling of being a nurse. While Arabella was homeschooled and is

barely twenty years old, Manuel has owned his own business and can brag
about his children and grandchildren. 

At Sauk, their paths became more defined and easier to 
navigate, even if it didn’t always feel that way as Arabella

shared in her speech, “If you’d asked me back in 
Intermediate Algebra if I’d ever make it to Calculus, 

I would’ve told you you’re insane. Yet, here I am.”
Along with her many accomplishments while at
Sauk, Arabella was also the 2018 recipient of the
YWCA Young Woman of Tomorrow Award.

Manuel closed his commencement speech with
these words of inspiration: “I encourage you to 

celebrate your victory, give yourself a pat on the 
back, and remember Sauk Valley Community College.

Remember that this is where you accomplished your
goal. And remember, Sauk made it possible, and 

YOU made it happen.” 

Students
Shine at Sauk
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The 50th Health Professions Pinning

On May 11, 2018, SVCC presented the 50th Anniversary Health Professions 
pinning ceremony in honor of the original graduates of 1968. SVCC Board of
Trustee, Dennis P. Fulrath, conceptualized this special event, bringing together
surviving members of the class of 1968-69, as well as original program professor,
Dr. Joan Lesage. 

The SVCC health professionals programs offer degree options founded on 
the belief that ever-changing environments of learning and health require 
a partnership between faculty, students and the individuals, families, and 
communities they serve. SVCC LPNs, RNs, Rad Techs and CNAs have been
serving the Sauk Valley for 50 years and will continue to provide skilled, 
quality, compassionate care for many years to come. 

50 th Pinning Division of Health Professions 
Class of 1968

Marylou Bennett 
Mary Jane (Brechon) Wallin 

Sandra (Butler) Lewis 
Mary Dikkers 

Diana Dooyen
Sheila Drew 

Madeleine Fraley
Grace Freed 

Rosellen Garrett
Lois Gerdy

Dorotha Habben
Jill Hilger

Helen (Reilly) Hartman 
Sandra (Hohlen) Daugherty

Harriet Jangor
Nancy (Lewandowski) Dugan

Kathleen (Loan) Clark
Beverly (Shoemaker) Mach

Elizabeth Melchi
Dolores Mershon 

Mary (Pooley) Murphy 
Annie (Annice) Schwarz
Peggy (Sanders) Shank

Linda (Sterricker) Dennis
Chaoa Vasquezkunda

Jacqueline (Warner) Wasson

This is a recognition to ALL of the graduating
classes during the past 50 years. The first pinning

was a Sauk milestone that set the standard
for the many others that followed.

Dennis P. Fulrath • Trustee
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The students of Sauk Valley Community College live, work, and raise families 
in the Sauk Valley area. This is their home. Sauk students are actively engaged

in their communities through the College’s many student clubs and 
organizations. Some of the highlighted activities from SVCC’s 

student clubs and organizations include: 

• SVCC ABC AmeriCorps members presented 173 stars 
(from retired flags) and candy bars to veterans and active military,
assembled 300 Weekend Lunch Bags for Rock Falls Dillon School
students kids (K-3), and organized 250 items of children’s 
clothing for Pitter Patter Pantry in Milledgeville. 

• Sauk Science Club assisted with a group study for Sterling 
High School Biology students in a study of the structure of DNA
and a lab exercise on protein synthesis. 

• Sauk Student Veterans organized 
and hosted the inaugural Freedom 5K 
run-walk in November to spotlight the 
sacrifices and accomplishments of Sauk
Valley veterans and to raise funds for 
student-veterans at SVCC. 

• Sauk Student Activities and Student 
Government Association worked 
with the local American Red Cross to 
organize three blood drives and a disaster
relief t-shirt sale. To encourage Sauk 
students and community members 
to achieve their goals, the Association 
of Latin-American Students hosted
Roberto Carmona’s presentation: 
“From SVCC to Harvard.” 

• Sauk Rotaract collected books for Morrison Elementary first
graders and participated in a reading day, planted trees for Arbor
Day, and helped with community cleanup projects for the Rock
River Development Hennepin Canal, the City of Sterling, and the
Rock River banks.  

Student Impact



In 2017-18, the Sauk Serves Volunteer Program began. Sauk Serves further demonstrates
the College mission to engage in public service that benefits communities across the
Sauk Valley area. SVCC employees served at more than a dozen events through-
out the year, volunteering 170 hours of time to the causes that help build a true
sense of community across the region.

Some of the Sauk Serves volunteer opportunities included:

Buddy Bags Program

Sauk Serves our Communities 

Sterling Fiesta Days Parade

Oregon Rockin’ River Fest

Rock Falls Summer Splash

Rock River Development Authority-
Annual Hennepin Canal Cleanup
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A Year In Review 

8

Sauk Renovations
Sauk is completing a major renovation of the sciences areas located on

the third floor, west end of campus. Areas include new biology labs;
upgrades to the physics, anatomy, and physiology labs; and new
classrooms, collaborative spaces, and a plant room. This 8,000
square foot space is already in use and will serve to enhance 
academic experiences for Sauk students.   

Sauk Ag Continues to Grow
Sauk Ag, under the direction of Dr. Ryan Anderson, boasted an 

almost 4-fold increase in enrollment. Students established two crop
plots on campus that explore the impact of cover crops and nutrients.

Support from Munson Seed, LaCrosse Seed, BASF, Peabudy Equipment, 
and Zoeller Ag Services made the plots possible. 
In addition, Sauk Ag partnered with Dixon 
Public Schools to farm 76 acres. A successful
soybean crop should be ready to come out
of the field in October.

The program also hosted workshops for
teachers and the community including
Stihl Two-cycle engines, Shielded Metal
Arc Welding, Gas Metal Arc Welding,
and the Briggs & Stratton School. 
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A Year In Review 

Manufacturing Day
Manufacturing Day at SVCC brought together area 
manufacturers, educators, and more than 200 local students.
The day highlighted the importance of manufacturing to the
U.S. economy and displayed the rewarding, highly skilled
jobs available in the Sauk Valley. This event is a consolidated 
effort of local manufacturers, WACC, IMEC, MIT, and
SVCC. The day concluded with student teams constructing
cars that they later raced in the Dillon Mall. 

Participating local manufacturing companies included 
Crest Foods, BorgWarner, Raynor Garage Door Co., 
Rayovac/Spectrum Brands, Wahl Clipper, Astec Mobile
Screens, Frantz Mfg., WalMart DC, Timken Drives, and 
E.D. Etnyre.

The Great American Eclipse at Sauk 
The sun did a disappearing act in August, and the Sauk 
Valley community came out to the College to catch a
glimpse of the once-in-a-lifetime event. Young and old 
alike were captivated as Sauk Physics Professor, Dr. Jim
Chisolm, presented a discussion on solar eclipses. 

Academy Students Advance
The Academy of SVCC provided elite high school seniors 
access to engaging college experiences built on academic 
excellence and leadership principles. Of the sixteen area high
school students who participated in the inaugural class, eight
advanced to enroll in fall 2018 courses. Students hailed from
high schools across the Sauk Valley including: Ashton-
Franklin Center, Dixon, Sterling, Morrison, Milledgeville,
Prophetstown, Amboy, Newman, and Fulton.
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Sauk continues to expand relationships by partnering with local organizations,
businesses, and educational entities. 

Small Business Development Center at Sauk Valley Community
College (SBDC) sauksbdc.comThe SBDC at SVCC continued to create

staffing opportunities and service 
expansion to the entire SVCC district.
Businesses that have benefited from the
SBDC’s free client services included:
Aireloom Music – Mt. Morris, Revive
Boutique – Dixon, Imprintable Memo-
ries – Rock Falls, Moxie Solar – Dixon,
Stone Bridge Running – Dixon, Always
Plumbing – Dixon, Wash – Oregon, and
Couch to Couch Counseling – Oregon. 
The SBDC also partnered with the Lee
County Farm Bureau to present a Sauk
Valley Ag workshop, the Sauk Valley
Area Chamber of Commerce to host 
legislative updates for small business
owners at the college, and social media
workshops with Sterling Main Street.

Additionally, the SBDC provided 
Entrepreneurship Principles course 
instructors to assist those with 
small business aspirations and free
advisement about starting their own
business through the SBDC. With
Sauk’s Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management certificate, 
students take a distinct bundle of
courses emphasizing skills in 
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation,
and the ability to analyze the role of a small 
business owner in today’s society. 

Partnerships



Whiteside Area Career Center (WACC)
SVCC teamed with WACC, area manufacturers, and machine shops to modernize the CNC
equipment housed at WACC. Two new Haas vertical mills, two lathes, and six new CNC 
simulators were purchased. More updates are on the way thanks to $333,500 generously 
donated by companies and private donors. SVCC and WACC also collaborated to improve 
dual credit opportunities for students. 

Thanks to strong industry support, the Multicraft Technology Extended Internship Program
is a great success—quadrupling enrollment over the last two years. Josh West, SVCC Dean 
of Business Career and Technical Programs, shared: “Our hope is that thanks to great 
partnerships with these same industries, WACC, and community supporters, 
Sauk will increase the amount of students interested in machining, 
CNC programming, and tool & die. We will match their interest 
with advanced training at the new Machining Technology Center, 
and after that, a great job in the Sauk Valley region awaits.”  

Culver’s of Dixon
Culver’s of Dixon demonstrated a strong commitment to 
supporting local agriculture throughout the year. Along with 
her dedicated crew, co-owner and operator, Kayla Halfacre
continued to support Sauk Ag students and programs in 2017-18. 
The Thank You Farmers campaign raised over $6,000 in support 
of providing SVCC Ag equipment and scholarships for Dixon Ag 
students. For its service to SVCC, Culver’s was awarded the Ninth 
Annual Governor’s Volunteer Service Award. 
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Honorary Degree Awarded
The Sauk Valley Community College Board of Trustees conferred

the honorary degree of Associate in Arts to Kathryn “Kit” 
Lillyman during the May 2018 Commencement ceremonies 
“in recognition of her exceptional distinction of service to her
family, profession, and community.” The honorary degree is 
a highest form of recognition offered by the College to persons 
of exceptional distinction.

For thirty years, Kit was a creative and enthusiastic professor,
providing innovative classes and workshops in Spanish, French,

and English. In 2017, she bestowed a $25,000 endowment to
Sauk to assist transfer-seeking students pursuing majors in 

foreign languages. Before her passing in July of 2018, Kit was 
devoted to helping others, and her endowed gift will help support 

future generations of Sauk students.  
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The Chocolate Rendezvous
On February 16, 2018, the 
Foundation hosted The Chocolate 
Rendezvous. Participants from across
our region enjoyed scrumptious
desserts, mouthwatering hors 
d’oeuvres from Smoked on Third,
gourmet shakes from Dixon Culver’s,
wine and bourbon pairings, hand
crafted coffee, plenty of spirits, 
dueling pianos, and valet parking.
The evening raised $15,000 to 
support the students and programs
of Sauk Ag.  

Sponsors were Sauk Valley Bank,
Selmi’s Greenhouse, Farmer’s 
National Bank, Melton Seed, Legacy
Prints, Compeer Financial, Dixon
Culver’s, Ag Farmacy, Tettens Grains, CGH, Selmi’s Florist and Bridal, and Grot Imaging Studio. 
Our energetic Foundation Board and volunteers made the vision come to life. 

We invite you to mark your calendar for next year’s event on Saturday, February 16, 2019. 

Celebrating Outstanding Alumni
The SVCC Alumni Association selected Frank Selmi ‘73 as the 2018 
Outstanding Alumni recipient. Frank earned an Associate of Science 
degree in Agriculture before transferring to the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign where he earned his Bachelor of Science degree 
in Horticulture.  

Frank has “lived” the family farm mission since the day he was 
born and regularly volunteers in the community. He taught 
at Whiteside Area Vocational Center for 13 years, and many refer 
to his business, Selmi’s Greenhouse & Farm Market, as the backbone 
of Sauk Valley agriculture. About his time at Sauk, Frank reflected, 
“I look fondly upon my days at Sauk Valley Community College. 
This institution provided a solid foundation for me to take the next step.”  

Foundation by the Numbers 
In 2017-18, the Foundation awarded $288,000 in scholarships and over $6,500 to
support student clubs and projects. In addition, the Foundation purchased over $145,000 in equipment 
and software to support the college and its programs. The Sauk Foundation continues to 
grow SVCC’s resources with $1.2M raised in FY 2018, which was 20% higher than FY 2017.

To view a listing of the Sauk Valley College Foundation Board of Directors, please visit svcc.edu/foundation.  
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In 2017-18, Sauk heralded a new era of Skyhawk Athletics as 
Russ Damhoff stepped down after 31 years and passed the baton
to incoming Athletics Director, Mike Stevenson. 

A transplant from Western Illinois University in Macomb, Illinois,
Mike brings with him 27 years of experience as a collegiate coach
and administrator. He served WIU as an Assistant Athletics 
Director for five years and another five years as Director of 
Athletic Academic Services. Mike coached for 27 years at three
schools: Western Illinois University in Macomb; Purdue Univer-
sity in West Lafayette, Indiana; and the California Institute of
Technology in Pasadena.

About the upcoming fall and winter seasons, Stevenson shared,
“We look forward to exciting and challenging campaigns for our
sports teams. Each program has great coaches and leadership…we
have many new student-athletes and returning veterans. It should
be an exciting year! 

We look forward to exciting and challenging
campaigns for our sports teams.

Michael Stevenson • Director of Athletics

Skyhawks
Accomplishments

Michael Stevenson
Director of Athletics



ATHLETICS HIGHLIGHTS

Seven Academic All Americans

Volleyball
Conference Title, National Tournament

All Americans—Bailey O’Brien (first) 
and Sommer Rhea (second)

8th place Nationally

Coach Jay Howell named Conference
Coach of the Year

Women’s Tennis
Region IV Sportsmanship Award—
Nadia Trujillo 

Cross Country
Four Skyhawks advance to 
NJCAA National Championships.
Colleen Busch, Mayra Nava-Moyoti,
Maegan Mccue, and Makaley Velasquez

Women’s Basketball
Runner up finish in Region IV

1st Team All Conference and All Region—
Kennedy Kuykendall, 2nd Team 
All Conference—Isabella Shiaras

Region IV All Tournament Team—
Isabella Shiaras and Jaida Carson

Men’s Basketball
2nd team All Conference—Riley Mehrens 

Softball
Runner up in Region IV Tournament

1st Team All Conference— 
Mackenzie Smith, Nadia Trujillo, 
and Rachel Patting

All Region Team— Mackenzie Smith,
Nadia Trujillo, and Rachel Patting

Riley Mehrens & Bailey O’Brien

Colleen Busch, Mayra Nava-Moyoti,
Maegan Mccue, and Makaley Velasquez 
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Faculty & Staff
Accomplishments

Ryan Anderson: North American
College Teachers of Agriculture
(NACTA), Teaching award-Outstand-
ing Educator award; Journal of 
Agricultural Education, Examining
Student Perceptions of their Experience
in a TBL Formatted Capstone Course;
NACTA Journal Teaching Tips/Notes,
Enhancing Agricultural Mechanics
Laboratory Awareness with Snapchat:
A snapshot of Agricultural Mechanics
Safety Concerns; Pin It! Using Pinterest
in the Agricultural Mechanics 
Laboratory; Team-based learning: 
A professional development model 
for training the trainer; Career and
Technical Education Research 
Journal, A Cross-sectional Analysis 
of the Importance of Agricultural 
Mechanics Skills Taught; American
Association for Agricultural 
Education Conference presentation,
Laboratory Management Needs 
of Iowa School-Based Agricultural
Mechanics Teachers. 

Odile Blazquez: Professional 
Development Workshop: “Adult Edu-
cation and the Workplace: What Can
We Do at VITAL?” SVCC 2018; “Her
Corner,” accepted for publication in
the September 2018 issue of Mosaic
Literary Magazine.

Glenn Bodish: Central Illinois Artists
Organization Exhibition Judge, 
Contemporary Arts Center Peoria
Illinois; Northern Illinois University
Community College Faculty Art 
Exhibition; Visiting Artist’s Talk Figge
Art Museum, Davenport Iowa; 
South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology Solo art exhibition 
“The Mining Aesthetic”; Guest Artist
Lecturer-Monmouth College, Illinois;
Rock Island Art Biennial, Figge 
Art Museum, Davenport Iowa 1st
place award; Guest Workshop 
Presenter: Monotype Printmaking,
Art Interscholastic, Amboy High
School, Illinois; Phidian Art 
Exhibition, Dixon Illinois, Honorable
Mention and Juror’s Choice Award;
Rockford Midwestern Biennial, 
Rockford Art Museum Illinois. 

Joe Bright: Master of Public 
Administration, Northern Illinois
University.

Jenny Bumba: 2018 American 
Inhouse Design Award–Chocolate
Rendezvous Invitation.

Christine Byar: YWCA of the Sauk
Valley Spirit of Achievement Award
(posthumous). 

James Chisholm: Presentation: 
“Card and Role-Playing Games in
Physics and Astronomy” at Enriching
Learning Environments with 
Technology Conference, Elgin 
Community College. 
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Accomplishments

Kimberly Cole: Master of Science in Nursing –
Nursing Education, Indiana Wesleyan 
University; Certified Healthcare Simulation 
Educator, Robert Morris University. 

Eric Epps: Advanced Certified Digital 
Educator, Lamar University

Tom Irish: Poetic Diversity: The poetry zine of
Los Angeles, a poem, “You Were Better Blurry”. 

Valerie Kern-Lyons: Master of Arts in Clinical
Mental Health Counseling, Grace College.

Sasha Logan: Master of Science in 
Instructional Design and Technology, 
Western Illinois University.

Savannah Mussington: E.D. Higher 
Education and Organizational Change, 
Benedictine University; “Is grit a predictor 
of academic performance among first-
generation students? Presentation, St. Xavier.

Jennifer Schultz: Served as Northern Regional
Coordinator, ILASFAA.

Valarie Sleger: YWCA of the Sauk Valley
Jane Reid Keefer Award for Career 
Accomplishments in Education Award.

Audrey Smith: Master of Science in 
Psychology, Walden University. 

Megan Surma: Master in Management in 
Organizational Leadership, American 
Military University.

Maggie Young: Master of Education, 
American College of Education.

COLLEGE—  

Aspen Institute Award for Community 
College Excellence — Sauk Valley 
Community College named one of 150 
top U.S. Community Colleges.

Shoulder to the Wheel Award— Rock Falls
Chamber of Commerce. 

ALL IN Challenge Award – Recognized nationally in Best in Class Awards for participating small, two-year 
public institutions with the highest voting rate and most improved voting rate.  

Student Satisfaction Inventory - Sauk outperforms most community colleges in the nation on this survey 
and ranks in the 90% in most student-satisfaction metrics, including academic services, service and support 
excellence, campus climate, and student centeredness.
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Sauk Finances
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Revenues:
Source: FY 2018 
Financial Records

Operating 
Expenses:
Source: FY 2018
Financial Records
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Sauk Finances
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