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SATIRE:

REVIEW:

President Trump Has Secret New Restaurant Open
Service “KILL” Snowman

by James Hutchison

On the early morning
of February 14th, Baron
Trump, youngest son of
U.S. President Donald
Trump, was outside on
the White House lawn
building a snowman with
help from thirteen agents
of the Secret Service
when nearby citizens no-
ticed one of the agents
suddenly step away. Bar-
on, and the final twelve
agents, were left to make
the final, challenging de-
cisions for his first snow-
man. The agent would
soon return with urgency
just as Baron stood back
to give a slight cheer at

his wonderous accom-
plishment, no doubt feel-
ing pride for deciding on
the bowler hat instead of
the top hat for his snow-
man.

The Secret Service
agent then hurriedly es-
corted the young Trump
away into the White
House while all twelve
of the other agents im-
mediately turned and
opened fire on the
snowman. Standing no
chance against twelve
highly trained agents, the
snowman was obliterated
in the hail of bullets.

The incident caught the
attention of protestors
outside the White House

property and local news
stations were contacted.
About an hour later, a
source within the White
House confirmed that the
president and his son are
safe and there was never
any danger.

The source explained
further that Mr. Trump
had looked out the win-
dow and, seeing the
snowman surrounded by
several Secret Service
agents, mistook it for
an immigrant that had
climbed over the gate
surrounding the White
House. Mr. Trump acted
swiftly and ordered the
agents to kill the snow-
man.

Sauk Valley Region Needs
Better Street Safety

by Tony Cracco

About a month ago,
this author had to go to
Sterling to run some er-
rands. I was heading up
Route 40 in the section
that is a one-way street,
and as I sat at a red light,
the car in front of me
simply flew through the
red light while making
a left-hand turn. Then,
a couple weeks later, at
the intersection of US
30 and US 52 just north
of Amboy, the ice on the
road was so slippery my
car spun out of control.
Thank God there were no
other cars in the area, as
I surely would have been
involved in an accident.
And things became even
worse this past Wednes-
day the 13th, which [ will
get to a bit later in this
article.

The point I am mak-
ing is it seems obvious to
this author that the Sauk
Valley region has some
serious issues with street
safety, and with enforc-
ing traffic laws. It seems
clear that some changes
need to be made.

I contacted Mayor
Skip Lee of Sterling,
asking why there are so

many one-way streets in
Sterling, and he was nice
enough to get back to me.
He stated that the reason
the Sterling-Rock Falls
area has so many one-
way streets goes back to
the early 1970s. At that
time, he said, one-way
streets made it easier to
get to some local facto-
ries, although, he stat-
ed, that problem is not
as great as it used to be.
He said one-way streets
are still needed, howev-
er, to make things safer
for pedestrians. But is it
safe for pedestrians when
drivers are simply ignor-
ing red lights at one-way
intersections to turn left
on a red? The Mayor said
this was not a problem,
but just because he was
unaware of it does not
mean it does not hap-
pen. I hardly ever go into
Sterling but I personally
witness drivers ignoring
red lights every time I go
there.

Meanwhile, as to the
other predominant issue
of street safety in our
region, the problem of
snow and ice removal,
I tried but failed to con-
tact Amboy City Hall
for comment. But from

personal observation, it
seems clear that failure
to properly salt and plow
the streets is a cause for
serious concern, espe-
cially-but certainly not

limited to- area side
streets and secondary
roads. In fact, Bluff

Street, on the south side
of Amboy, is slippery for
days, sometimes weeks,
after a major snowfall.

Now I feel I must
emphasize my point by
adding a personal sto-
ry. Last Wednesday the
13th, while driving on
Chicago Street on the
outskirts of Dixon, my
car slipped on the ice,
spun out of control, and
was hit hard by an am-
bulance. It hit the front
passenger side of my ve-
hicle, which was actually
a good thing, because if it
had hit the driver’s side,
I could have been injured
or killed.

Yes, the Sauk Valley
region needs better street
safety, and I cannot em-
phasize that enough. As
citizens, we pay state and
local taxes, and we do not
do so just to be injured or
killed on area roads.

By Alberto Gonzalez

Jessi Marshall trav-
eled to countries such as
UK, Japan, Korea, and
China, as internation-
al director of education
and professional beauty
instruction for Marshall
Salon and Spa.

Marshall’s  experi-
ence, traveling to the
different countries where
fresh vegetables and
fruits, natural unpro-
cessed food and coffee,
were not readily avail-
able. Instead of com-
plaining, Marshall decid-
ed to do something about
1t.

Jessi Marshall was
born and raised in Dix-
on. When the building
became available, Mar-
shall decided to open a
restaurant with a dual
conception: coffee ex-

presso, quick service
breakfast,and fresh,
quick, mindful eating.
She wanted to use foods
that were as fresh as pos-
sible. The Curate Kitchen
restaurant has a homey,
holistic feel for lounge
study groups, providing
relaxation, for adults and
children. In the dining
room, there are open ta-
bles with enough room
for private conversations.
Vegetables and fruits
receive same day prepa-
ration. Foods are fresh,
unprocessed, and gluten
free. 16 items are avail-
able for lunch, including
salads, hot/cold sand-
wiches, and soup. The
soup selection chang-
es daily. For breakfast,
there are 6 different
quiches and oatmeal.
Your choices of wine and
beer constantly changes.

Marshall uses seasonally
available, locally grown
ingredients.

She also supports

local community busi-
nesses such as Village
Bakery, Oregon, Mount
Morris bread bowls, In-
telligentsia Chicago Ex-
presso, cappuccino, latte,
mocha.
The Curate Kitchen has
a open river-front view
with tables on the patio,
in the spring.

Drive  through is
available with for coffee,
other items may be or-
dered by phone or online
for pick-up.

6-3:00 M-F Quick
service 7 to 2 week-ends.
Lunch at 11AM
120 West River Street.
Curate Kitchen, from the
idea as curator of a mu-
seum,

Sauk Valley Community College

Track and Field in 2020

By Alberto Gonzalez

This is the plan of Michael Steven-
son, Sauk Valley Community College
(SVCC) coach since 2.8.2019 for Track

and Field.

The plan is for next year to start
training in October, with the first meet

in March 2020.

15-20 High school athletes signed
from area, male and female.
The goal: 15-20 male and female in
shotput, 100-meter, 10,000-meter, (25

laps, 6.2 miles)

(20 events): 5 throwing event, shotput,
disks, javelin, hammer, which is a shot-

put on wire.
The season is from March to May.
This offers more opportunity for area,

(HS area good), increase enrollment.

Track and field at SVCC is local and
travel easy to meets, national competi-

tion, 2-year schools. Overwhelming for

track, highest in country

Plans are for 3 coaches, 1 assistant

Mr. Stevenson had 30 years as coach,
28 of them at the college level, and 14

months at SVCC.

Standard 12 running and 8 field
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Bring this ad in and pick up your free
reusable tote bag and then fill it and receive

20% off

everything you can fit inside!
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Dixon Plaza North
Dixon

815-288-6600

Hawkins-Cassens
Insurance
2321 E. Lincolnway

Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-7474

www.hci-agency.com
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EDITORAL:

President Trump
Declares National
Emergency on U.S.
Mexico Border

by Tony Cracco

Last Friday the 15th,
President Trump declared
a national emergency in
order to get a wall built
on our nation’s southern
border, according to Ya-
hoo News. However, he
also stated that he would
sign the Congressional
budget in order to keep
the government running.

This should concern
Sauk students, and in-
deed all Americans, for
a variety of reasons.
First of all, were anoth-
er government shutdown
to take place, it could
eventually affect such
programs as financial aid
and government-subsi-
dized loans. While this
did not take place during
the previous shutdown,
it is worth noting that
hundreds of thousands
of federal workers were
forced to work without
pay, according to news
and talk radio. Further-
more, any Sauk students
and Americans in gen-
eral who know someone
who is in the US illegally

should be concerned that
their friends and relatives
may be deported.

Declaring he would
take ‘“executive action”
in order to get his wall
built, Mr. Trump stated
that illegal drugs do not
come through “ports of
entry”, but rather through
unguarded portions of
the border. This would
allow him “to divert
funds appropriated for
other purposes to build
the wall.” On the surface
this may not seem unfair,
but what exactly does it
mean? Will funds meant
for defense, for example,
be diverted for the pur-
pose of building a wall?
That may be a danger-
ous prospect. True, the
war on ISIS is winding
down, but contrary to
what some may believe,
it is still there. We need
a strong military now as
much as ever.

Of course, the Presi-
dent’s announcement did
not sit well with Con-
gressional ~ Democrats.
In fact, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi “warned

that a future Democratic
President could use the
precedent of declaring a
national emergency” for
causes “such as gun con-
trol”. And she actually
expressed her desire that
Trump would himself de-
clare an emergency over
the issue of gun control.

That, of course, is not
likely to happen. But one
thing is certain: This an-
nouncement will add fuel
to the fire of those who
are rabidly anti-Trump,
and one could conclude
that it may even hurt
Trump’s chances of re-
election.

This  editorial s
not meant to be an an-
ti-Trump hitpiece. After
all, like it or not, he is
doing exactly what he
had promised to do on
the campaign trail. It is
simply meant to remind
readers that Trump and
Congressional ~ Demo-
crats do not see eye to
eye, and that fact alone
could have disastrous
consequences for our
country as a whole.

UPHOLSTERY

Quality Automotive
Interiors

Convertible Tops

Antique Auto
Upholstery

Interior Restorations
Headliners
Carpets & Floormats

Boat Cover & Interiors 8 1 5 = 62 5 '3 1 69

405 Elm Ave., Sterling

Seat Repair

UPHOLSTERY/

Custom Car & Truck Accessories

SALES, INSTALLATION

SERVICE

AUDIO / ELECTRICAL

Custom Car Audio
& Video

Remote Starts
Blue Tooth
Flip Down
Custom Leather Seats
DVD Piayers

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm UHAUL Subwoofers

Amps & Speakers
Alarm Systems
Heated Seats
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We have a large selection of himalyan salt lamps,
organic soaps and lotions, essential oils, organic
loose teas, windchimes and dreamcatchers.

Wednesday - Saturday 10-5

815-213-1974

1510 Prophetstown Rd., Rock Falls

HAVEN’?EIEYA?RE{

Come visit us at our new address
1510 Prophetstown Rd.

Rock FallsIL 61071
Behind the Rock Falls HS Football Field

Alright! If you want
pizza then getin
the car!

Uh, did you not just hear
me? | just said-

Why do you always
do this? this is literally
illegal!

RANDYWINE BANQUET AND EVENT CENTER
441 [, RTE 2 DIXoN, IL

- BRANDYWINE

BANQUETS
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NEWS:

Weather Setbacks

by Nicole Arduini, life-
style reporter

Cancelations and de-
lays due to a remarkably
brutal winter hold effects
over students, staff, and
syllabuses at Sauk Val-
ley Community College
(SVCQ).

Whether students
watch the news for the
cancellations or wait for
the call, what goes into
deciding if students are
sleeping in, or catching
the bus in the morning?

When the snow falls,
Steve Nunez, Vice Pres-
ident of Academics and
Student Services is in
communication with su-
perintendents across the
college’s district. Steve
is one of the many voices
in the decision of class

cancellations or delays.
In a mass email sent to
students and staff, Steve
explained “The College
is very deliberative and
thoughtful on when to
conduct a late start, have
an early out, or cancel
classes entirely. Howev-
er, it is not a perfect sci-
ence as our district is (in
my approximation) more
than 2,500 square miles
in size.”

Nunez also explained
that there is a week set
aside in the Spring se-
mester in preparation
for dastardly weather.
With precautions taken,
the academic schedule
for Sauk Valley Com-
munity College is still
on track. A makeup day
will be held on Tuesday,
February 26 which was

originally scheduled as a
faculty professional de-
velopment. This will be
the only shift to the aca-
demic schedule to make
up for lost time.

Professors and stu-
dents alike share frus-
tration as capricious
syllabus’ falls behind.
“Worrying about things
like this, that we can not
control will just give us
ulcers.” described Janice
Jones, Assistant Profes-
sor of Education, as she
describes the anxiety that
comes with watching a
class fall behind on dead-
line dates.

SVCC student Bajram
Bequiri stated, “Week six
feels like starting over
again at week one.” Be-
quiri explained that when
classes canceled, so did

his motivation. With can-
cellations breaking up
the first weeks of the new
semester, it is hard for
students like Bajram to

Canceled classes leave classrooms empty on the SVCC campus.

get back into the swing
of things.

Despite Winter
weather, class syllabus-
es, and students motiva-
tion falling, Sauk Valley

Community College is
still on track for a Com-
mencement May 17th,
that is, weather permit-
ting.

Trees heavy with ice line the walkways on Sauk campus.

Photo by Nicole Arduini

Working on
the Works

by Robert Kerr

The Works is a publi-
cation for Sauk students at
Sauk Valley Community
College. It is a variety of
visual and written art piec-
es. The class of Creative
Writing Two is a class here
at SVCC and the Works is a
project that they become the
editorial board. Along with
the professor Tom Irish, the
class are the ones who de-
cide things like who to have
in it, a theme, and any pos-
sible contests.

They have stopped tak-
ing submissions for this
years issue but you can
send in pieces of works.

From poetry, fiction, pho-
tography, paintings, digital
art and everything you see.
You can still send submis-
sions to litmag@svce.edu
for next years issue . In any
issue ever you can send up
to four visual art pieces as
well as four written pieces,
for a total of eight pieces.
The pieces can be submitted
anonymously or otherwise.

The Works magazine
has been going on for a
while now and hopefully
will continue to be a good
outlet for some peoples
creative juices. Make sure
to look for this years issue
next year when it comes out
in the fall of 2019.

See.some of our work
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Dental Implants
Cosmetic Dentistry

General Dentistry Plus:
Certified Invisalign Provider

Snoring & Sleep Apnea Solutions

815-625-6842

2000 N. Locust, Suite B, Sterling, IL 61081
www.ferrisdental.com

James S. Ferris, D.D.S., P.C.

Experience the Difference!

Welcoming New Patients




